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gradually aroused in a group of French politicians a new-
national spirit. They had revived the desire for revanche
and the recovery of Alsace-Lorraine. They had created the
feeling that France had suffered long enough from the
German menace from across the Rhine. There had grown
up the determination that in the future, if Germany made
a new threat of force, it would be better to risk war than
accept a new humiliation. This new national spirit, deter-
mination, and self-confidence was greatly increased by
the friendship of England and the growing conviction that
in case of a conflict with Germany, England would not only
stand behind France with her fleet, but would send English
troops to strengthen the left wing of the French army in
northern France. This would give a good prospect of
victory, and the fruits of victory would be the recovery of
the lost provices and the end of the nightmare of the Ger-
man menace. Most of these French leaders, like the mass
of the French people, did not want war; but if Germany's
desire for the "hegemony of Europe" and her attempt again
to use the mailed fist to force a diplomatic triumph brought
on another international crisis, it would be better to fight
than to back down. As they had little doubt that Germany
would attempt some new aggression, this would make war
"inevitable." France must therefore prepare for it by
increasing her own army and navy at home, and by tighten-
ing her relations with her ally on the other side of Germany
and with her friend across the Channel.
This new national feeling was personified in M. Raymond
Poincare and the little group of men with whom he wa§
closely associated. Not only was he the embodiment of
the reveil national. By his determination, firmness, and
ability, he did more than any other man to strengthen and
to stimulate it. It found expression in the overthrow of
the Caillaux Ministry, which was accused of having been
too yielding to Germany in the Agadir Crisis, and in the

